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EMDP Guidelines on Staffing/Supervision Ratios for Children/Young People’s Activities

It is important to ensure that in planning and running youth sessions for children and young people, consideration is given to providing appropriate staffing/supervision ratio of adults to participants. This will minimise any risks to participants, enhance the benefits they draw from the session, reassure carers, and provide some protection for those responsible for providing the session 

Potential variances in participant ages and abilities combined with variations in session venues and content leads to a ‘one size fits all’ guideline not always being appropriate. Therefore, please take these guidelines as minimum standards and increase the adult:child ratio as deemed necessary for specific situations.
Recommended minimum supervision ratios
● Children under eight years old - one adult to six participants (with a minimum of two adults)
● Children over eight years old (and 17 years or under) - one adult to ten participants (with a minimum of two adults) 

Supervisory positions and CRB checks

● EMDP Child Protection Policy and Procedures state that anyone teaching young people or vulnerable adults is required to have an Enhanced Disclosure. 

● EMDP Child Protection Policy and Procedures state that anyone regularly (once a month or more) volunteering is required to have an Enhanced Disclosure. This encompasses individuals present in supervisory roles that contribute to the running of the session by any way or means*. 
● EMDP encourages any individual that takes on a supervisory role regularly (once a month or more) but does not contribute by any way or means* to the running of the session to have an Enhanced Disclosure.
 ● Any individual in a supervisory role that does not have a current Enhanced Disclosure should complete a Self Declaration Form (Appendix G, Child Protection Policy and Procedures).
* Contribution to the running of a session includes any contact with participants including taking registers, escorting to the toilet, assisting with activities etc.
